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Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee 

Highlights:  September 19, 2014 

 
Sites Represented (marked by) 

 Arcade  El Sereno  Pasadena 

 Arden  Encina  Pasteur 

 Arlington  Gold River  Pershing 

 Barrett  Grand Oaks  PTA 

 Bella Vista  Green Oaks  Ralph Richardson 

 Cambridge Hts.  Greer  Rio Americano 

 Cameron Ranch  Howe  Rogers 

 Carmichael  Thomas Kelly  San Juan 

 Carnegie  Kingswood  Schweitzer 

 Carriage  La Entrada  Sierra Oaks 

 Casa Roble  Laurel Ruff   Skycrest 

 Charles Peck   La Vista  Starr King 

 Churchill  LeGette  Sylvan 

 Citrus Heights  Lichen  Trajan 

 Cottage  Mariemont  Twin Lakes 

 Cowan  Mariposa  Whitney 

 Coyle  Marvin Marshall (ECE)  Woodside 

 Del Campo  Mesa Verde   

 Del Dayo  Mira Loma  Garfield Preschool 

 Del Paso Manor  Mission  GATE 

 Deterding  Northridge  CAC 

 Dewey  Oakview  DELAC 

 Dyer-Kelly    FACE 

 Edison  Orangevale  Board Vice President Costa 

 El Camino  Ottomon  Board President Luttgen  

 

Materials Distributed 

 

Agenda, Elementary Report Card Pilot - Successful Practice Indicators, Sample Report Cards, Progress Note Form 

 

 
Welcome/Announcements/Introductions 

Superintendent Kent Kern welcomed everyone to the meeting and shared his appreciation of those 

attending. Mr. Kern also thanked Board President Lucinda Luttgen and Board Vice President Pam Costa 

for attending. Mr. Kern invited everyone to introduce themselves. 

 

Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Parent Advisory Group 

Donna O’Neil, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services, provided an overview of the 

responsibilities of the LCAP Parent Advisory Group and the Strategic Plan Planning Team.  

Responsibilities of the LCAP Parent Advisory Group include understanding the actions and 

accountability in the LCAP; listening to and providing feedback on the progress of actions and services; 

building knowledge of and providing feedback on metrics, providing input/advice on allocation of 

resources to inform budget development, and contributing a voice in revising the plan. The 

responsibilities of the Strategic Planning Team include participating in open dialogue around the strengths 

and challenges of the district, crafting district priorities for the next five years, advocating for the success 
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of all children in the San Juan Unified School District, and contributing a voice in revising the plan. 

Applications will be accepted through September 26.  Translators will be available if needed.   

 

Elementary Report Card 

Acting Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education Sue Hulsey provided an overview of the 

elementary report card.  Ms. Hulsey explained that the report card is being piloted by 11 schools, 

representing a cross-section of the district.  A sample report card and list of successful indicators were 

provided.  Ms. Hulsey explained that this is a working document and parent feedback will be valuable 

throughout the pilot.    

 

A parent asked if specialized programs (i.e. dual immersion, etc.) can be added.  Mr. Kern explained that 

report cards must be consistent throughout the district.   

 

Another parent asked if special education students will be considered.  Bart Hubbard, Program Manager 

of Technology Services, said special education students will be considered.   

 

Another parent asked if the District is putting forth initiatives to ensure students and parents understand 

the successful indicators.  Ms. Hulsey explained that communication will be essential to the success of the 

implementation.   

 

High School Math Pathway  

Rick Messer, Acting Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Education, provided an overview of the new 

high school math pathway – Integrated Math.  Mr. Messer provided an explanation of how the District 

arrived at the recommendation.  Two pathways were considered (traditional and integrated).  The 

traditional pathway groups Common Core standards similarly to the current pathway (up to half of current 

Algebra 1 standards are in CCSS Grade 8 mathematics); and the integrated pathway distributes domain 

standards from each conceptual category across the three courses (more relevant to how math is used 

outside of the classroom).  Both pathways are more rigorous than current high school math courses and 

include standards and topics not previously taught in a particular course.  Mr. Messer noted that with 

integrated math, it is easier to start acceleration in middle schools and easier to compact courses for 

acceleration in high school.  The next steps will include defining courses and outcomes for students, 

conducting math forums and trainings for parents and community members to understand the CCSS and 

the changes, completing pilot and purchasing materials.  

 

A parent asked if the new math pathway will affect students who transfer to other schools.  Mr. Messer 

explained that the state allows each district to choose their pathway.    

 

Another parent asked how this will affect/prepare students for the SAT/ACT.  Mr. Messer noted that 

College Board will be changing the SAT.  AP courses will still be offered.   

 

Another parent stated that she did not see Calculus or Pre-Calculus in the integrated math pathway.  Dr. 

Donna O’Neil noted that staff will drill down into what course descriptions look like, once the integrated 

model is approved.    

 

Another parent asked if IB teachers were involved in the decisions.  Mr. Messer explained that all 

programs were represented.   

 

Another parent asked how the district will ensure students aren’t advancing before they have mastered the 

subjects.  Dr. O’Neil explained that there will be benchmarks tests to ensure proper placement.  The 

district is looking at a combination of indicators to help guide a student’s readiness.    

 



3 

 

Open Forum 

SPAC members were given an opportunity to comment or ask questions of the San Juan administrators in 

attendance. 

 

 Will middle school report cards be changing?  Small changes – don’t expect wholesale changes to 

middle school. 

 Will there be built-in feedback loops? Yes. 

 What is the status of the legislation of Transitional Kindergarten?  Looking at having content 

more aligned to preschool (not kindergarten). 

 Will the district be using Schoology?  Will place SPAC material on Schoology. 

 Will there be textbooks for integrated math?  In the process of piloting material.  Will be 

purchasing textbooks over the next couple of years. 

 What is the policy on communication tools?  Robo calls for back-to-school nights are okay, but 

not for cookie sales, etc. 

 Happy with elementary prep (art, music, and P.E.) – quality teachers/good investment. 

 

Due to time constraints, SPAC reps were encouraged to fill out comment cards.  [Questions and answers 

will be posted on Schoology.] 

 

The next SPAC meeting will be held on November 21, 2014.  
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